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God’s work.  Our hands. 
 

Twenty-first Annual  
Northern Illinois Synod Assembly 

Agenda 
June 13-14, 2008 

Augustana College, Rock Island, IL 
Assembly Host Congregation:  Trinity Lutheran Church, Moline, IL  

 A Prayer Chapel will be available throughout the Synod Assembly in Bergendoff Hall 
(Room 163) 

 

Thursday – June 12 
8:00–9:30 p.m. Early Registration: Augustana College, Centennial Hall  



 10

Friday – June 13 

 8:00 a.m. Registration: Ms. Nancy Corey, Registrar − Centennial Hall  

 9:30 a.m. Orientation for Voting Members and Youth − Bergendoff Hall (Potter Hall) 

  Resolutions Committee Forum:  The Reverend Scott Schmidt - Bergendoff Hall (Larson Hall) 

Plenary Session I                                                                      Centennial Hall – Auditorium               

 9:55 a.m. Gathering Hymn  

 10:00 a.m.  Order for Opening of Assembly: The Reverend Dr. Gary M. Wollersheim, Bishop 

  Hymn 

 10:15 a.m. Greetings and Introductions 

  Report of Credentials Committee: The Reverend Janet Lepp 
  Adoption of Rules of Assembly 

  Assembly Committee Appointments 

  Adoption of Agenda 

  Nominating Committee Report: The Reverend Steven Erickson 

                                          Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Michael Brooks 
   First Reading of the 2009 Proposed Budget:  Mr. Michael Brooks 

         Election Committee Report:  The Reverend Brant Clements 
   Explanation of Balloting Process and Distribution of General Ballot 

     10:45 a.m.        Bishop’s Report                                                                                                                                                                         
 Welcome New Rostered Leaders  

   Recognize Ordination Anniversaries (5 years – 45 years) 
 
     11:15 a.m.         Honor 50 year Ordination Anniversaries: 

• The Reverend Charles Beckingham  
• The Reverend Frederick Larner 

 

                      Honor 55 year Ordination Anniversary: 
• The Reverend C. Carl Eklof 

                      Honor 65 year Ordination Anniversary: 
• The Reverend E. J.  Haanstad 

 

  

  

  
     11:25 a.m.       Closing Prayer:  The Reverend Robert Hansen 

End of Plenary Session I 

 The Ballot for General Elections will be collected at 6:45 p.m. tonight 

 11:30 a.m.–1:15 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal – Centennial Hall (Auditorium) 
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Friday—June 13 (Continued) 

Lunch Forums 
 Choose one of the two following lunch/forum options: 

 

OPTION A: 

11:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Lunch I: College Center (Dining 
Room & Wilson Faculty Lounge)  

12:40–1:25 p.m. Forum:  Dr. Diane Jacobson 
 Denkmann Hall (Wallenberg Hall) 

OPTION B: 

11:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Forum:  Dr. Diane Jacobson 
Denkmann Hall (Wallenberg Hall) 

12:40–1:25 p.m. Lunch II: College Center (Dining Room & 
Wilson Faculty Lounge) 

  

 
Plenary Session II                                                                                                 Centennial Hall – Auditorium 

1:40 p.m.  Gathering Hymn 
  Opening Prayer:  The Reverend Robert Hansen 
 
1:45 p.m.  Bible Study:  Dr. Diane Jacobson, Professor of Old Testament, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN 

2:15 p.m.  Anniversary Recognition:  Congregations (100 year anniversaries, and thereafter, anniversaries at “25” year intervals) 

  150 years: 
• First Lutheran Church, DeKalb 
• First Lutheran Church, Mt. Carroll 
• St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Galena 

• First Lutheran Church, Lee 
• St. John Lutheran Church, Mendota 
• St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Princeton  

2:45 p.m.  Resolutions Committee: The Reverend Scott Schmidt 

3:15 p.m.  Secretary’s Report: The Reverend Gary Erickson 
  Certification of 2007 Synod Assembly Minutes: Ms. Leona Peterson-Spear  

  Synod Council Report: The Reverend Gary Erickson 
             Report of Synodical Constitution Amendment  

 3:25 p.m.  Closing Prayer: The Reverend Robert Hansen 

End of Plenary Session II  
3:30 p.m.  Time for Visiting Our Display Area – College Center (Snack Bar)  

Refreshments during this break are sponsored by Augustana College Center for Vocational Reflection. 

3:30 p.m.  Rehearsal for Friday night’s Rite of Holy Communion with Ordinations and Saturday morning’s 
Rite of Holy Communion and Remembrance: Chancel Group, Communion Assistants, and Choir – 
Centennial Hall (Auditorium)  
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Friday—June 13 (Continued) 

Friday Afternoon Forums 
3:40–4:30 p.m.  
• Anti-Racism/Multi-Cultural Committee – College 

Center (Paxton Room) 

• Budget Hearing/Synod Council – Bergendoff Hall 
(Larson Hall) 

• Congregational Life – College Center (Loft) 

• ELCA Draft of Social Statement on Human Sexuality 
– Denkmann Hall (Wallenberg Hall) 

• Global Mission – Bergendoff Hall (ER Band Room) 

• Ministry Support – College Center (Board Room) 

• National Youth Gathering – Bergendoff Hall (Room 113) 

• Outreach – Bergendoff Hall (Potter Hall) 

• Social Ministry – College Center (Chicago Room) 

• Stretch & Pray – Bergendoff Hall (room 163) 
 

 
 

4:40–5:30 p.m. 
• Anti-Racism/Multi-Cultural Committee – College 

Center (Paxton Room) 

• Congregational Life – College Center (Loft) 

• ELCA Draft of Social Statement on Human 
Sexuality – Denkmann Hall (Wallenberg Hall) 

• Global Mission – Bergendoff Hall (ER Band Room) 

• Lutheran Advocacy – Illinois – College Center (Café) 

• Ministry Support – College Center (Board Room) 

• Outreach – Bergendoff Hall (Potter Hall) 

• Run, Walk, ‘n’ Roll – Gather in front of Bergendoff 
Hall. 

• Social Ministry – College Center (Chicago Room) 

• Youth – Bergendoff Hall (Room 113) 

 5:00 p.m. Ordinations Rehearsal – Centennial Hall (Auditorium) 

 5:45 p.m. Dinner – College Center (Dining Room and Wilson Faculty Lounge) 

 The General Ballot will be collected at 6:45 p.m. tonight. 

 Resolutions must be in by 7:30 p.m. tonight.  
Only resolutions which are germane to discussion on floor of Assembly will be considered. 

Plenary Session III                                                                 Centennial Hall – Auditorium 
 6:35 p.m. Gathering Hymn 

Opening Prayer: The Reverend Robert Hansen 

 6:45 p.m. Collection of the General Ballot  

 6:55 p.m. ELCA Representative: Christina Jackson-Skelton, ELCA Treasurer 

 7:35 p.m. Resolutions Committee: The Reverend Scott Schmidt  

 7:45 p.m. Closing Prayer: The Reverend Robert Hansen 

End of Plenary Session III  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 13

Friday—June 13 (Continued) 

7:50 p.m.  Break 

8:05 p.m.  Rite of Holy Communion with Ordinations 

(Note:  the Synod Assembly Offering is designated for Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM) at Northern 
Illinois University for a full-time Campus Pastor position.  Make checks payable to Northern Illinois 
Synod and note at bottom of check for “LCM Campus Pastor position.”) 

9:45 p.m.  Reception for Newly Ordained Pastors  
   College Center (Dining Room)  
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Saturday—June 14  
          6:00–7:00 a.m. Run, Walk ‘n’ Roll – Gather in Front of Bergendoff Hall.    

           7:15–8:15 a.m. Breakfast – College Center (Dining Room) 

             7:15–8:15 a.m. Breakfast Forum:  Conversations about Churchwide Ministries – Christina Jackson-Skelton, 
ELCA Treasurer, College Center (Wilson Center) 

Plenary Session IV  Centennial Hall – Auditorium 
 8:30 a.m. Rite of Holy Communion and Remembrance  

 9:15 a.m. Break 

 9:30 a.m. Credentials Report: The Reverend Janet Lepp 

 9:35 a.m. Election Committee Report of General Ballot (Distribute Second Ballot, if needed): The Reverend Brant  Clements 

 9:50 a.m. Action on 2009 Proposed Budget: Mr. Michael Brooks 

 10:00 a.m. Resolutions Committee: The Reverend Scott Schmidt 

 11:05 a.m. Second General Election Ballot Collected (if needed) 

11:10 a.m. Bible Study: Dr.  Diane L. Jacobson, Professor of Old Testament, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN 

 11:45 a.m. Closing Prayer: The Reverend Robert Hansen 

End of Plenary Session IV 

Lunch Forums 
 Attention: Hunger Meal Participants - The Hunger Meal will be served in the College Center (Chicago Room). 
 Choose one of the two following lunch/forum options: 

 

OPTION A: 

12:00–12:30 p.m. Lunch I: College Center (Dining Room & 
Wilson Faculty Lounge) 

12:45–1:15 p.m. Special Interest Forums:  
(see below) 

• ELCA Board of Pensions: Financial Wellness – 
College Center (Café) 

• Conversation/Questions with the Bishop – 
College Center (Board Room) 

• Diakonia Program – College Center (Paxton Room) 
• Global Mission:  Peace Not Walls – Bergendoff Hall 

(Larson Hall) 
• Outdoor Camping Ministries – College Center 

(Dahl Room) 
o Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center  
o Lutherdale Ministries  

• Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) – 
Bergendoff Hall (Room 113)  

• Stewardship – College Center (Loft) 
• NIS Women of the ELCA – Bergendoff Hall  

(ER Band Room)  
• World Hunger – College Center (Hammarskjöld) 
• Stretch & Pray – Bergendoff Hall (Room 163) 

 
OPTION B: 

12:00–12:30 p.m. Special Interest Forums:  
(see below) 

12:45–1:15 p.m. Lunch II: College Center (Dining Room & 
       Wilson Faculty Lounge) 
• Conversation with Dr. Jacobson: College Center 

(Board Room) 
• ELCA Board of Pensions: Overview – Pension 

and Other Benefits Program – College Center (Café) 
• Campus Ministries – College Center (Dahl Room) 

o Northern Illinois University (NIU) Campus Ministry 
o Augustana College Campus Ministry  

• Diakonia Program – College Center (Paxton Room) 
• Lutheran Men in Mission – Bergendoff Hall  

(ER Band Room) 
• Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) – 

Bergendoff Hall (Room 113)  
• Stewardship – College Center (Loft)  
• World Hunger – College Center (Hammarskjöld) 
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Saturday—June 14(Continued) 

Plenary Session V  Centennial Hall – Auditorium 
 1:30 p.m. Gathering Hymn 

  Opening Prayer: The Reverend Robert Hansen 

 1:40 p.m. Election Committee Report of Second General Ballot (if needed): The Reverend Brant Clements 

 1:45 p.m.  Youth Assembly Report & Installation of Officers 

 2:00 p.m. ELCA Representative: Christina Jackson-Skelton, ELCA Treasurer  

    2:20 p.m.     Resolutions Committee: The Reverend Scott Schmidt 

 2:40 p.m. Anniversary Recognition:  Congregations (100 year anniversaries, and thereafter, anniversaries at “25” year intervals) 

   125 years: 
• First Lutheran Church, Plano 
• Zion Lutheran Church, Rockford 

       2:50 p.m.  Recognition of Synod Council Members Completing Their Terms: 
• Mr. Bill Bartlett 
• The Reverend Donald Knowles 
• Ms. Jerilyn Strohecker  

• The Reverend Robert Hansen 
• Mr. Kevin Rogers, Youth Rep 

     3:00 p.m. Retirement Recognition:  Rostered Leaders Who Have Retired in the Past Year 

   3:05 p.m. Anniversary Recognition:  Congregations (100 year anniversaries, and thereafter, anniversaries at “25” year intervals) 

   100 years  
• Salem Lutheran Church, Moline  
• Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Rockford     

 3:15 p.m. Standing Committee Reports 

  3:35 p.m.  Courtesy Committee Report:  Mrs. Gayle Kuespert 

 3:40 p.m.  Closing of Synod Assembly      

 

  End of Plenary Session V 

Mark your calendars: 

Northern Illinois Synod –Twenty-second Annual Assembly – June 19-20, 2009 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 




