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Get Ready for the Twentieth Annual Synod Assembly

Every year, each of the 65 synods of the ELCA
gather in assembly to uplift and celebrate
ministries and address the issues facing the
leaders, congregations, and agencies within
the synod.

The 2007 Northern Illinois Synod Assembly
will be held June 15-16 at Augustana College,
Rock Island, Illinois.

We are honored to
have as our ELCA
Representative Mr.
Carlos Pefia, vice
president of the ELCA,
the highest elected lay
position in the church.
A businessman from
Galveston, Texas, Pefia
Pefia has extensive
experience in the
church. He was president of First Lutheran
Church, Galveston, from 1989 to 1995, and
was vice president of the ELCA Texas-
Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod from 1991 to 1995.
In 1993, he was elected to serve a six-year
term on the ELCA Church Council and was
on the council’'s Executive Committee. Mr.
Pefia will bring greetings to the assembly

and answer questions. He will also host a
breakfast forum on Saturday.

The Reverend Dr. Mark Allan Powvell,
Professor of New Testament, Trinity Lutheran
Seminary, Columbus, OH, will be our Bible
study leader. Dr. Powell is an internationally
known theologian and Bible scholar who has
achieved popular appeal among Christian
groups for his work in spiritual formation and
Christian identity. Dr. Powell will host lunch
forums on Friday and Saturday.

Carlos Pefia

Special Interest forums during the assembly
will include: Anti-Racism, Board of
Pensions, Budget Hearing/Synod Council,

Campus Ministries, Congregational Life,
Conversation/Questions with the Bishop,
Diakonia Program, Global Mission,
Introducing our Latino Neighbors, Lutheran
Men in Mission, Lutheran Network for
Justice Advocacy, Lutheran Social Services
of lllinois (LSSI), Ministry Support, NIS
Women of the ELCA, Outdoor Camping
Ministries, Outreach, Social Ministry,
Stewardship, World Hunger, and Youth
Ministry.

Other highlights of the assembly will

include the Rite of Holy Communion with
Ordinations on Friday evening, the Bishop’s
report, welcome of new rostered leaders,
celebration of ordination and congregational
anniversaries, recognition of the 100th
anniversary of Lutheran Campus Ministry,
the youth assembly report, and greetings from
The Lutheran magazine’s Amber Leberman
and the Bayou Ministerium of Kenner, LA.
The 2008 budget and resolutions will be
debated and voted upon. The College Center
Snack Bar will be the location for many
interesting and educational displays. Rostered
leaders will have their photos taken for a new
synod directory.

Clergy, Diaconal Ministers, and Associates
in Ministry under call are expected to be in
attendance at all Synod assemblies and serve
as voting members. Each congregation is also
allowed 2-4 additional lay voting members
based upon their baptized membership.

Registration materials were mailed to
congregations in March. Online registration is
also available at www.nisynod.org/assembly . The
Bulletin of Reports and all assembly materials
will be available online by the end of May.
During and after the assembly, the site will

be updated with news and photos from the
event.
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Making Christ Known

From the
Bishop

Itis a daunting
responsibility to

be a mentor, but
the Holy Spirit
provides so that we

might be faithful.

Mentors

Two of my mentors have recently died:
Bishop Paul Erickson and Pastor Jerry Shaft.
Jerry taught me about new congregational
development and how to get things done as
a Mission Director. Paul taught me about
serving as a pastor and bishop of the Church.

My relationship with Bishop Erickson and
Pastor Shaft was never formalized in terms of
mentor/student; | never talked to them about
it. But it existed just the same and | learned a
great deal from both of them about vocation
and about life.

I respected who they were. 1 listened
carefully when they spoke because they had
something important to say. | watched how
they did things and evaluated my own actions
in their light. | looked up to them and tried
to emulate their faithfulness.

I remember when | was elected bishop in
1998 both Paul and Jerry sent beautiful letters
of support and pledges of daily prayer on my
behalf. 1 miss those prayers a great deal.

We all need mentors in life. We are not wise
enough to pgure it out on our own. Who are
your mentors?

Just as we need mentors, we also serve as
mentors to others. This happens in our

daily rounds through our vocations: father,
mother, aunt, uncle, student, friend, neighbor,
colleague, Sunday school teacher, usher, altar
guild, congregational president, pastor and
more. Most of the time we will not even
know that we are serving as a mentor. Yet
someone will be listening and watching;
learning from what we say and do. Itisa
daunting responsibility to be a mentor but
the Holy Spirit provides so that we might

be faithful.

| thank God for Bishop Erickson and Pastor
Jerry Shaft and for all the saints who have
gone before us. | look forward to seeing
them again.

Bshap %Waa)a%.u;

Bishop Gary M. Wollersheim

Ten Best Practices for Health and Wellness

{ Develop healthy habits to keep your
wholeness wheel in balance and to

from the ELCA Department for Ministerial
Health & Wellness

As faithful Lutherans, we understand
the value and the importance of rules
that guide us. Living in a way that

is healthy and whole is essential in
making the most of the life we were
given. Here are some suggestions for
being intentional about your health
and wellness.

1 Love God with all your heart, soul,
mind, and strength.

{ Love your neighbor as you love
yourself — be an example of self-care
as well as caring for others.

1 Remember the Sabbath and keep it
holy — be intentional about time for
rest and renewal within your week,
church year and life in ministry.

1 Honor your body as a gift from God
and temple of the Holy Spirit. Feed
it healthy foods and build your
physical and emotional endurance
with regular physical activity.

1 Honor your mother, father, siblings,
spouse, and/or children with your
love, respect, and time.

1 Reyect your faith and use your gifts
in your vocation.

be pt for a ministry of servanthood.

{ Equip yourself to use your gifts
effectively to proclaim and live out
the Gospel in the world.

{ Practice and seek forgiveness.
{ Pray daily.

Find out more at www.elca.org/health.

On April 21, The Northern Illinois
Synod Council approved the
creation of a Synod Wellness Task

Force which will begin working
toward a new wellness emphasis in
the Northern Illinois Synod.
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Presiding Bishop Hanson’s

Synod Assembly Letter
Spring 2007

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

This is an anniversary year for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. We celebrate
our 20th year under an appropriate theme:
“Living in God's amazing grace: Thanks be
to God!” We rejoice, echoing the greeting of
the apostle Paul to the church at Philippi, “I
thank my God every time | remember you,
constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you, because of your
sharing in the gospel from the prst day until
now” (Philippians 1:3-5).

With joy we thank God for the faithful
witness of our predecessor church bodies;
for our new book of worship, Evangelical
Lutheran Worship; the signipcant
anniversaries this year of two Lutheran
partners: Lutheran World Federation (60
years) and Lutheran Campus Ministry (100
years); for the mission support provided
by congregations, which is crucial for
this church’s mission; and for you and the
ministry of the congregation and synod to
which you belong.

Living in God'’s amazing grace, you will
gather this spring in synod assemblies with
other leaders of this church. With this
church, I hold in prayer the many synods
that will be electing new synodical bishops
and other leaders. | join you in expressing
gratitude for the faithful and effective service
of those completing their terms, and pray
that the Holy Spirit will continue to lift up
leaders with passion for proclaiming the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and a vision for the
mission to which God calls us in the rich
diversity of this church.

Living in God’s amazing grace, we anticipate
the 2007 ELCA Churchwide Assembly

and the decisions that will unfold there.

The assembly will consider a new social
statement on education,; elect the presiding
bishop and secretary of this church; and

receive recommendations about
the “Book of Faith: Lutherans
Read the Bible” initiative and

the Blue Ribbon Committee on
Mission Funding; and many more
items, including consideration of
memorials from synod assemblies. Living in God's amazing grace:
The assembly will also have an Thanks be fo God!
opportunity to give thanks to God

for Secretary Lowell G. Almen’s servant
leadership, interpreting our governing
documents and maintaining archives and
rosters. For 20 years Secretary Almen has
called this church to embrace the rich
heritage of a vast “cloud of witnesses.”

He has challenged us to become more
interdependent in this church body and in
the Church catholic.

Living in God’s amazing grace, we encounter
intriguing questions:

1 What does it mez?m to be Christians in a “ thank my God
world of many faiths?

1 What are the signs of God’s activity in every time |
our lives and in the world to which we are remember you,

called to witness?

1 What is the ongoing place of synods and constantly praying

the churchwide organization in the vast

: ; with joy in every
and varied networks that connect us with

each other and the world? one of my prayers
1 How can we unleash the deep resources for all of you

of this church to tell the story of God'’s

amazing grace in Christ Jesus? because of your
 How will we as a church respond to the sharing in the

call to engage more deeply in the Holy

Scriptures? gospel from the
{ How will we continue to address issues of auxy i~ zsynst]o

human sexuality as we anticipate a social

statement in 2009? (Philippians 1:3-5).

1 How can we generate even more resources
to undergird and grow the mission and
ministry of this church?

1 In the midst of the complex questions
and conyicts of our day, how can we be
communities of moral deliberation?
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ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson

“Living in God’s
amazing grace,
the possibilities
for God to make
a difference are

My xx3 g

Living in God'’s amazing
grace, the possibilities for
God to make a difference
are limitless. We commit
ourselves to pray for
= spiritual renewal and to

' ~ study Scripture; deepen our
" relationships with global
companion churches and
ecumenical partners; imagine
new ways to invite our
| neighbors to “come and see
~ Jesus”; give generously and
* joyfully to make a difference
| for the sake of the Gospel
" and the healing of the world;
1 and confront the scandalous
~ realities that divide us.
= As we do, we cling to the
promise that the apostle Paul
proclaimed to the Philippian
church, ol am conpdent of
this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

Thank you for your part as a leader in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Thank you for your gifts and your ministry.
Together we live by faith in God’s amazing
grace. Thanks be to God!

In God’s grace,

WQQJ—L%.CHW

Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop

LSSI’s Foster Care Program
Increases Emphasis on

Birth Parents

May is National Foster Care Month, and in
addition to promoting awareness of foster
care, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois
(LSSI) is seeking individuals and couples
who are interested in becoming foster
parents.

In Rockford, LSSl is holding quarterly
meetings for people who are interested in
becoming foster parents. “Of course, you can
contact us any time,” says Kathy Reese, LSSI
child welfare program director in Rockford.
“We are especially looking for foster
parents who are interested in working for
reunipcation of the children with their birth
families,” she adds.

Reese notes that more and more, foster care
agencies — including the Illinois Department
of Children and Family Services (DCFS) —are
placing an emphasis on partnering between
the foster parents and birth parents of
children in the foster care system.

“This is something that LSSI has always
done,” Reese says, adding that now there

is a new training available and increased
emphasis for staff members and parents.
“How foster parents work with birth parents
is becoming more formalized, a part of the
foster parent training.”

As an example of partnering, the foster family
may supervise visits of the birth family with
the child or children. Or the birth parents
may go over to the foster family’s home and
help with parenting, such as helping with
homework or helping to put the children to
bed. What is done varies with each situation,
Reese says. She adds that 0Reunipcation

is more likely if both sets of parents work
together.” Working together also helps

the children feel less torn between their
birth parents and foster parents. Kids have
permission to care for everyone in their lives.

Although some couples may see foster
parenting as a step toward adopting a child,
“foster care really focuses on providing care
for the kids, while birth parents work to
remedy the problems that brought their
children into foster care,” Reese says. “We
want to work with foster parents to help
kids maintain ties with their birth families.
It's part of the foster parent training now.
Reunipcation is more of an expectation of
[what] foster parents [are helping to do],” in
addition to providing a home for the child.
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For more information about foster parenting,
contact Kathy Reese at 815/969-8836 or
e-mail Kathy.Reese@LSSl.org. For more
information on LSSI's Foster Care Services,

visit www.LSSl.org.

ELCA Mission Investment Fund
Helps Congregations

Plan for the Future

Is your congregation contemplating a
building project? Will your project support
your congregation’s mission? How many
worshipers should a new sanctuary
accommodate? How much parking do

you need? Does your building facilitate or
impede the ability to create a welcoming
environment?

A building project can spawn endless
guestions. Knowing the right questions to
ask early in the process will lead to effective
answers when it matters, and the Mission
Investment Fund has experts who can help.

The Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA
helps to build the church and advance
God's mission by providing ministry loans,
investment opportunities, and supporting
services for ELCA members, congregations
and partners. More than 700 loans totaling
$340 million are at work today in ELCA
ministries throughout the United States,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

The Fund’s building consultants are
specialists in church planning and
construction. They guide congregations
through the building process, provide
information about loan options, and advise
on how facilities can be renovated to better
meet a congregation’s mission and ministry
goals. The consultants’ services are available
at no charge.

As of December 31, 2006, many individual
members and 77 congregations and ministries
of the Northern Illinois Synod have
$5,295,298 at work in Mission Investments.

Seven congregations and
ministries in the Northern
Illinois Synod are supported
by $6,461,905 in Mission
Investment Fund loans. These
are Abundant Life, Plainpeld;
Cross of Glory, Homer Glen;
Followers of Christ, Plainpeld;
Joyful Spirit, Bolingbrook;
Living Waters, Crystal Lake; St. John, Pearl
City; and Zion Development, Rockford.

Deborah Simonson Smith is the Mission
Investment Fund representative for Northern
Ilinois. She may be reached at 507-635-3745
or deborahsmith@elca.org .

Our area Building Consultant is Patricia
Dever. She may be reached at 630-761-8650 or
patricia.dever@elca.org . Find out more at
www.missioninvestmentfund.org .

Visit Our New Companion, Arcot

Lutheran Church

The Northern Illinois Synod is sponsoring
a trip to India, including a visit to our new
companion, Arcot Lutheran Church. The
main tour date is January 13-25, 2008. You
are invited to participate in this trip of a
lifetime. The Arcot extension in Tamil Nadu
is January 25-30. The extension group will
visit various sites, some remote, within the
Arcot Lutheran Church area. Due to space
limitations the extension is available by
invitation only.

The purpose of the trip is to visit India and
see Christian heritage sites as well as some
secular sites. The eleven Lutheran churches
in India are members of the Lutheran
World Federation. Together they form

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in India,
headquartered in Chennai. This umbrella
organization carries out specipc ministries
for youth, health care, women'’s rights,
theological education and more.

The main travel group will visit Delhi, Agra
and the Taj Mahal, one of the seven wonders

MISSION

INVESTMENT FUND

OF THE ELCA

The Mission
Investment Fund of
the ELCA helps

to build the church
and advance
God’s mission by
providing ministry
loans, investment
opportunities,

and supporting
services for

ELCA members,
congregations and

partners.






